Whispering Pines

VW' HAYO-WENT-HA CAMPS

the Two Camps. One Purpose.

-
S
&

JULY 2025

In This Issue:

 Musings and Meanderings: Each for All — All for Each

o Mission Momentum: Camp Impacts Your Future

o Torch Talk/Arbutus Angle: International Staff Bring_the World to Camp

e Grounds for Discussion and Meals in Motion: Introducing_the
Maintenance and Kitchen Staff

o« From Trails to Peaks

« From CPR to Campfire Songs: Staff Training_in Action

- Hayo-Went-Ha Camp Happenings: Homecoming_and Hayo-Hikes

e Summer Dreams Equipment Drive

o Calendar of Events

o Campfire Club: Keep the Flame Burning

o Future Newsletter Sections

Musings and Meanderings...

By John (JC) Carlson, CEO

"Each for All — All for Each”
The Heart of Hayo-Went-Ha Camps



At YMCA Hayo-Went-Ha Camps, we often talk about tradition, character, and community.
One phrase that captures the essence of all three is our cherished motto: "Each for All - All
for Each.” These simple words carry deep meaning and serve as a daily reminder of the
values we strive to live by at camp.

“Each for All” speaks to the responsibility each person has to the group. Whether it’s
campers encouraging a nervous friend before a high ropes challenge or a trip group working
together to carry the load during a long portage, this part of the motto reminds us that camp
life works best when we show up for each other. It's about stepping up, pitching in, and
putting the needs of the community ahead of our own comfort. Because every act of
kindness and every small effort helps create something greater than ourselves.

“All for Each,” in turn, reflects the unwavering support of the community for every individual.
At Hayo-Went-Ha Camps, no one is left behind or overlooked. From the youngest camper to
the most seasoned counselor, everyone belongs. This is a place where differences are
celebrated, voices are heard, and everyone is lifted by the strength of the group. It's in the
cabin laughter after a rainy day, in the encouragement shouted from the lake shore, and in
the quiet conversations by the campfire when someone needs a friend.

Together, “Each for All = All for Each” is not just a motto, but a living practice. It shapes how
we lead, how we learn, and how we grow. It's present in our traditions, in the way we handle
challenges, and in the lifelong friendships formed beneath the northern Michigan pines.

At Hayo-Went-Ha Camps, this spirit doesn’t fade when summer ends, it stays with us,
reminding us to be thoughtful leaders and compassionate teammates in the world beyond
camp. Because once you've experienced a community where everyone truly looks out for
one another, you carry that with you always.

Pictured on the right is Bill Doyle, a long-standing
member of the Hayo-Went-Ha Camps family whose
deep connection to the camp spans decades. Bill
generously traveled from Virginia Beach, VA, to be
part of our staff training this year, carrying forward
the camp songs and stories that have echoed across
generations. His presence, is a reminder of how
tradition lives on, not just through memory, but
through action.

Then there is Jim Austin, alumni extraordinaire, who
continues to be a cornerstone of our community
connections. He returns without fail for every
opening and closing campfire, and, truthfully,
whenever we ask, offering his time, voice, and heart
to preserve the magic and meaning of Hayo-Went-Ha
Camps' most sacred moments. His commitment is
unwavering, and we are endlessly grateful.

Other notable alumni to mention are Skip Clark and Brad Semmens, who have selflessly
helped us set up and build our sailing program this summer. Also out of the block, stepping
up to support our campership campaign so no child is denied the chance to come to camp is
Rick Block with a matching opportunity to support our Summer Dreams and Equipment
Drive.



At Camp Arbutus Hayo-Went-Ha, alumni Nicole Jarred joined our opening campfire after
dropping off her camper, stepping in with warmth and enthusiasm to lead cherished songs
from summers past. With her voice and joy, she helped today’s campers connect with the
generations who came before them, keeping traditions alive not as relics, but as living,
breathing moments.

At times, it feels like a campfire thank-you speech, trying to name every person who gives
so selflessly. But those who live “Each for All — All for Each” aren’t looking for recognition.
They give because it's simply who they are. It's because they believe in this camp, in its
spirit, and in its enduring legacy.

So, thank you, truly, to our community. For showing up. For singing out. For keeping the
flame alive.

Mission Momentum

By Amanda Macaluso, Director of Alumni and Community Development

Camp's Impact on Your Future

College essays are always worth thinking about early — especially when it comes to finding a
story that’s personal and meaningful. Camp experiences can be a powerful foundation for a
strong essay.

Here’s a great example from Eliza Upton, whose time at camp helped shape a college essay
that really stood out. Thank you for sharing, Eliza.

Describe a place or environment where you are perfectly content. What do you do
or experience there, and why is it meaningful to you?

The place where I am most content not only offers space to rest tired muscles, but it also
brings me emotional peace and happiness. The Big Blue Bus is not just magnificent because
of the alliteration appeal in its name. The old school bus painted blue that transports the
girls of Camp Arbutus-Hayo-Went-Ha in Northern Michigan every summer has deep meaning
for me.

Camp is my favorite place in the world. There in the pine tree-studded woods, I return every
summer where I greet old friends for whom my heart aches 11 months of the year, and
where I meet new friends who will soon earn a place in my most loving muscle. The Big Blue
Bus has also earned a spot there.

As the vehicle that transports us to extended camping trips and welcomes us back, the Big
Blue Bus marks the beginning and the end to many adventures. The bus is the last piece of
camp we see before launching ourselves into the unfamiliar woods of Isle Royale, the cliffs of
the Pictured Rocks on Lake Superior, the lakes of Canada, or the airport that leads to Alaska.
After challenging days or weeks spent exploring those woods, cliffs, and waters, the bus
greets our weary limbs and hungry stomachs, signifying the bittersweet end of an adventure
and the warm welcome home.



I not only know and appreciate what the bus signifies, I also know the bus itself. For me
nothing is more familiar and amiable. I know the bus’s worn blue leather seats and the best
way to position my body for the optimal nap. I know the static radio and the channels with
the best reception. I know that our driver Joe is in a good mood when I can see his mouth in
the rearview mirror dancing along with the lyrics of a Dave Matthews Band song. I know that
on a hot day I can slide the windows down to welcome a breeze and give Joe’s dog Sadie a
chance to dangle her head and tongue out the window. Most importantly, I know that when I
am on this bus I am surrounded by best friends, with whom I can laugh, cry or sit quietly
with. I can be myself.

On the Big Blue Bus, I can be alone with my thoughts, but I am never lonely. And while my
thoughts can touch on any subject, I never worry when I'm on the bus. Maybe it’s the old
leather, the forward motion or the familiar faces around me, but I am immune to all stress or
potential problems. My mind is clear.

The trips back on the Big Blue Bus hold many rewards. I can always count on the first rows
of seats being filled with care packages and letters. After weeks of eating dried fruit and
dehydrated pasta, hiking 120 miles of trails on Isle Royale, biking 200 miles across
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, or kayaking in the cold sea channels of Alaska, there is nothing
more enjoyable than indulging in a chewy brownie sent from a caring family member.

These bus rides always make me feel loved. I know that when the Big Blue Bus rolls down
the long dirt driveway and pulls up in front of the camp lodge, our fellow campers will be
screaming and cheering us in, offering a loving welcome home and congratulations. Stepping
off of the bus into suffocating hugs have been among the most joyous moments of my life.

Every bus ride that holds the promise of unknown adventures and every return that
welcomes me home have been the same: full of love, friends, rest, music and excitement.
For that, I am comfortable, content, and grateful.

Get on the bus with us...

Have you ever seen the camp bus roll by or heard the laughter and singing as cabin groups
return from their wilderness trips? That bus holds more than campers — it carries
generations of memories and a spirit we all remember.

As we begin planning this year’s Keepers of the Flame campaign, we’re gathering the spark
to build something big. This initiative is the launchpad for raising support toward the “big
rocks” that will shape camp’s future — from facility upgrades to major program
enhancements.



We're looking for alumni across the decades to join
us. Would you like to be a team leader? Team leaders
will rally their friends, share updates filled with camp
connections and history, and help spread the
excitement. You’'ll be part of a spirited effort to
reconnect, celebrate what camp has given us, and
ensure it continues to thrive for the next generation.

The response in the past has been incredible — so

many alumni stepping up to help camp continue to
grow. If you're ready to lend your energy and voice
to the cause, now is the time.

If you're interested, please reach out to Amanda -
amacaluso@hayowentha.org or JC -
jcarlson@hayowentha.org for more information.

Let’s keep the flame burning — and keep the bus rolling.

Torch Talk/Arbutus Angle

International Staff Bring the World to Camp

At HWH Camps, hiring international staff has been a tradition for as long as we can
remember. We take pride in the diversity they bring to our community and the global
perspectives they share with our campers.

There’s no better way — short of international travel — for campers to learn about different
cultures than by living and working alongside someone from another part of the world. These
staff members bring unique stories, traditions, and viewpoints that enrich the camp
experience in meaningful ways.

Their commitment is no small thing. International staff take on the cost, time, and travel
required to be here, often from halfway around the globe. We're especially proud that
several of them have chosen to return for a third summer or more — proof of the strong
connections and shared purpose they’ve found at HWH Camps.

Their presence helps make camp more vibrant, more inclusive, and more connected to the
world beyond Torch and Arbutus Lakes. We're grateful for all they bring and the example
they set every day.

Stagg / Squire Family History

Matt Squire has returned for his third summer from Shrewsbury, England and is currently
leading the Torch Lake site’s Alaska expedition. His connection to Hayo-Went-Ha Camps runs
deep — his mother, Julie, worked at the girls camp back in 1995, introducing Matt to the
magic of camp from an early age.



Here’s what Julie shared about her experience and what it means to see her son follow in her
footsteps:

I was on staff at Bow's Lake in 1995. My co-counsellors were Terri Erickson (Pictured Rocks)
and Kirsten McDonnell (Isle Royale). My son (Matt Squire) has been on staff: 2023, 2024
and 2025. My daughter (Annie Squire) volunteered in 2024.

The summer of 1995 at Bow's Lake will always be one of the best times of my life. As a
naive 20 year old, I was employed by Pat Rode to be part of an amazing group of strong and
bold women, paving the way for an evolving girl's camp. That glorious summer, I made
lifelong friends and forged a new (camp) family. Camp defined me; camp moulded me; camp
made me. Without my Bow's Lake experience, I would never have considered teaching as a
career. Yet, here I am, 30 years later, having enjoyed a fulfilling career in the UK education
system. This summer, my son (Matt Squire) is back at Torch for a third summer. Like me, he
has found his tribe at HWH, living his absolute best life and growing every day. It was
wonderful to have Matthew follow in my footsteps, last year, with his own adventures on Isle
Royale; it felt like a full-circle moment, with him exploring the same tracks and trails that I
had all those years ago. When he sends me photo updates of his trips — Alaska this year —
it takes me back to happy times of fun, laughter, and freedom.

Camp friends are the best — it's a fact!

(SLE ROYALE
NATIONC

Grimm Family History

Linde is back for her third summer on staff at the Arbutus Lake location, and her connection
to Hayo-Went-Ha Camps runs deep. Her dad worked at camp in 1993 and 1994 at the Torch
Lake location. Growing up hearing camp stories, camp quickly became more than just a
summer job — it became part of her story too.

Here’s what Linde shared as she reflects on why she returns year after year, and what it
means to carry on the legacy of camp in her own way.

“A lot of returning staff members have their answer ready when they are asked why they
come back each summer; to see the growth in campers, the bonds they've made with
friends, the trips that challenge them. I've never really been able to put it so eloquently. For
me there is just a strong urge to return to this place every time I have to leave it.

Even though I might not have the best words for it, I do know something that describes the
feeling better than I ever could. A song very dear to my heart; The Piney Wood Hills."



I'm a rambler and a rover
And a wanderer it seems

I've traveled all over

Chasing after my dreams

But a dream should come true
And a heart should be filled
And a life should be lived

In the piney wood hills

I'll return to the woodlands
I'll return to the shore

I'll return to the hills

And the valley below

I'll return like a poor man
Or a king if God wills

But I'm on my way home
To my piney wood hills

I was raised on a song there

I done right I done wrong there
And it's true I belong there
And it's true it's my home

From ocean to ocean

I've rambled and roamed

And soon I'll return

To my piney wood home

Maybe someday I'll find

Someone who will

Love as I love my piney wood hills

How Bastiaan Feels About His Family Camp Legacy

It was never a plan of mine to go work at a summer camp in America. When I was 19, I
tagged along with a friend to a Camp America fair in Amsterdam. By pure chance, Pat Rode
struck up a conversation with me there — and that encounter led to the summer of 1994
and, ultimately, more than 18 months working as a cook, first at the boys’ camp and later
also at the girls’ camp.

My only kitchen experience at that point was a student job in a Mexican restaurant, but
apparently, that was enough to get me up to speed with cooking for large groups. At least —
I never received any complaints, and by now, the statute of limitations has expired ;-)

I could share plenty of stories, but to keep things on topic: my younger brother Thomas
came over as a camper for two summers. Years later, our family took two month-long trips
through the U.S. — on the second trip, my son Mees spent two weeks at boys’ camp and my
daughter Linde at girls’ camp. My partner Nelja and I spent those weeks as “vacationing
volunteers” at Arbutus, kindly hosted by Joe and Amanda.

After experiencing camp as a camper in 2016, this is already Linde’s third summer working
as a counselor at AHWH. And this year, Jesse — my brother’s middle son — is also a
counselor at the boys’ camp.



I'll admit, I get teary-eyed just thinking about it and writing these few words. That probably
says it all. Above all, I'm incredibly proud of my daughter — for all that she gives, and all
that she receives in return. I'll be the first to introduce any future grandchildren to Torch
Lake and/or Lake Arbutus.

Bastie and Linde

Grounds for Discussion and Meals in
Motion!

Meet the CCR and CFF Teams: A New Name, Same Big Impact

Behind the scenes at both camps, there are two essential teams who keep everything
running smoothly — our kitchen and maintenance crews. This year, we're giving these
hardworking staff groups fun new names that reflect both their spirit and their contributions.

Our maintenance staff are now known as the CCR Team, short for Camp Care and Repair.
They’re the ones who make sure everything from cabins to canoes is safe, functional, and
ready for campers to enjoy. Whether they’re fixing trails, hauling gear, or jumping in to help
with unexpected needs, they’re always moving with purpose.

Our kitchen staff are now called the CFF Team, which stands for Camp Food and Fun.
They do so much more than prepare meals — they set the tone for community, joy, and
nourishment at every mealtime. Their positive energy and commitment keep campers fueled
and staff supported from sunrise to s‘'mores.

These playful new names make it easy to recognize the important role these teams play in
camp life — and to celebrate the people who work tirelessly to make every day better.

So, the next time you see a CCR or CFF staffer, give them a high five. Camp wouldn’t happen
without them!



From Trails to Peaks

This summer, we launched an exciting new initiative called WILDER — Wilderness Institute of
Leadership Development and Expedition Readiness. Built around backcountry safety,
leadership, and decision-making, WILDER deepens our approach to wilderness trip
preparation. It's about more than outdoor skills — it's about helping staff build the confidence
and judgment they need to guide transformative experiences in nature.

Alongside WILDER, staff also earn nationally recognized certifications in Wilderness First
Responder (WFR), Red Cross lifeguarding, CPR, and first aid.



Whether it's a blister three days into a trip,
a scraped knee on the dock, or something
more serious, our staff are ready. The WFR
certification is especially critical for the
remote, rugged environments our campers
explore. It prepares our team to assess and
respond when help is hours — or days —
away.

We make these investments because we
know that when families send their kids to
camp, they’re placing their trust in us. It's
a responsibility we take seriously. Campers
deserve to be guided by a team that’s not
only passionate and energetic but also
deeply prepared.

From CPR to Campfire Songs: Staff
Training in Action

Preparing for a Summer That Matters: Inside Staff Training at
YMCA Hayo-Went-Ha Camps

You may not know this, but behind every smiling camper, every safe trip, and every
unforgettable moment at Hayo-Went-Ha Camps, there’s an incredible amount of preparation
and care. From leadership development and safety certifications to waterfront planning,
equipment checks, trail prep, and kitchen coordination, staff training touches every corner of



camp life.

Nearly three weeks of intentional training have helped us deliver high-quality programs,
maintain our beautiful spaces, and, most importantly, create an environment where kids can
grow, thrive, and feel at home.

At YMCA Hayo-Went-Ha Camps, safety isn’t just a checklist — it’s the foundation of everything
we do. Each summer kicks off with an immersive staff training experience designed to prepare
our team for more than the daily routines of camp life. It equips them to lead with confidence,
respond to challenges, and support campers in meaningful ways — whether they’re on land, in
the water, or deep in the backcountry.

To support that, we've strengthened our in-camp preparation, too. We've refined our
leadership tracks and expanded hands-on sessions that cover everything from emergency
protocols to inclusive cabin dynamics. These updates create clearer pathways for growth,
giving staff the tools they need to return year after year as even stronger leaders.

As longtime trip instructor Dave Foley shared, “I'm
really enjoying getting back to HWH Camps again
this year. Teaching everyone the fundamentals of
canoeing is a joy!”

Another new and impactful element this year was the
addition of a parent panel during staff training. At
both camps, several parents joined us to share what
it’s like to drop off a child for the summer — the
emotions, the excitement, the nerves. Staff asked
thoughtful questions, and parents offered real,
heartfelt insight. It gave our team a deeper
understanding of the trust families place in us and
reminded them of the important role they play in
helping campers feel safe and supported from day
one.

And sending your child to camp is more than just signing up for a session — it's a powerful
act of trust. By choosing us, you're showing that you believe in what we do and how we care
for your child. That means the world to us.

Thank you for believing in the power of camp and supporting the work that happens before
the first camper even steps off the bus. With your encouragement — and the incredible effort
of our staff—we’re ready for a summer filled with challenge, joy, and growth.



Staff Training in Numbers
27 AD staff

78 lifeguards

288 hours for staff training

14 training ropes course instructors
14 kitchen staff

8 maintenance staff

65 international staff

14 WILDER certified staff

72 returning staff

82 new staff (both U.S. and international)

Other Fun Tidbits

In one meal over 8 cases of garlic bread
were consumed

In 36 hours staff assembled 1 huge
canvas tent and 6 bunks

At the Arbutus Lake site there are 2 staff
celebrating their 5th year at camp and 6
celebrating their 10th year — including
our Camp Director MackMo.
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Strength in Experience: the 2025 AD Staff
Prepare to Lead

We all know that camp is only as strong as its staff — and our AD staff are a key reason each
summer is a success. This dedicated group of returning staff oversee critical areas of camp,
ensuring that programs run smoothly, campers are supported, and the spirit of camp shines
through every day.

Each year, AD staff take part in a four-day training focused on leadership development,
program management, and the specific responsibilities of their roles — from Division Leaders
to Trip Directors to Program Leads. Many of them grew up at camp, and they bring that deep
knowledge and passion with them as they guide the next generation.

This year is no different. For 2025, we've continued the tradition of combined AD staff
training across both camps. These joint sessions reinforce our shared philosophy of Two
Camps, One Purpose, while also streamlining procedures and aligning our practices. At the
same time, we continue to celebrate and emphasize what makes each camp unique and

meaningful in its own way.

Together, this year’s AD staff bring an incredible 242 years of combined camp
experience — a true testament to their commitment, leadership, and love for Hayo-Went-
Ha Camps.

More Than a Camp: A Place to Grow,
Belong, and Return To

Two stories of why international staff return...



Every summer, I find myself returning to Hayo-
Went-Ha not out of habit, but out of love. This place
is more than a camp, it's a second home. A place
where I feel completely myself surrounded by
nature, friends, and unforgettable experiences.

What draws me back year after year is the
community. There’s something special about the
bonds formed at camp, whether it's singing around
a campfire, paddling across a lake, or pushing
through a challenging hike together. The friendships
made here are deep and lasting, built on shared
adventures and mutual respect.

HWH also helps me grow. It challenges me to lead,
to listen and to step outside my comfort zone. Each
summer I leave stronger, more confident and more
connected to the world around me.

I return not just for the fun but for the feeling of belonging, growth, and joy that Hayo-Went-
Ha gives me. It's where I discover who I am, again and again.

by Tristan Dougans

YOU ARE HERE

As my fourth year on staff at Arbutus, I look back on my first
year and reflect on why I choose to come back every year.
The first day I arrived in Traverse City I was picked up from
the airport by a group of American staff members who had
NAT(ONAL all known each other since they were Happy Hollow campers.
e This was incredibly daunting at first, but by the time I had
got to camp I already felt accepted and excited for the
summer ahead. Ever since that first day I knew I would
always have a second home at camp. Hayo-Went-Ha Camps
have taught me independence, patience, and more about
myself than I could have hoped. The trips here at camp truly
change everyone that is lucky enough to experience them!

by Sophie Brandon

Where are Our International Staff from
This Year?



sootland
17%

Spain

1.7%

China

2.5%

Morthern Ireland
3.7%
Metherlands
2.5%

40.7%

25.9%

Mew Zealand
4.5%

Australia
9.9%

2.5%

With 58% of our US based staff coming from Michigan, we still have another 10 states where
our staff travel from to be here at HWH Camps for the summer.

lowa
Illinois 2.2%
17.8%
Florida
6.7%
California
6.7%
Texas
13.3% New York
2.2%
‘U'Irglnla
6.7%
pennsylvania
4.4%
Indiana
6.7%
Ohio

24.4%



A Story to Start the Summer: The Legend
of Sleeping Bear

Thanks to a generous grant opportunity, we were able to
send a copy of The Legend of Sleeping Bear by Kathy-jo
Wargin to all of our campers this year. For many, it was their
first introduction to the rich natural and cultural history of
Northern Michigan — specifically, the story behind the iconic
dunes that have become part of the Hayo-Went-Ha Camps
experience for generations.

The book tells the tale of a mother bear and her two cubs
escaping a forest fire. As they swim across Lake Michigan,
the mother encourages her cubs with unwavering love and
strength. The story behind what happens when they reach
the far shore forms the heart of the Sleeping Bear Dunes
legend and serves as a reminder of resilience, love, and the
power of nature — all values we see reflected in our campers
every summer.

To help bring the story to life, members of our full-time staff team recorded a special video
reading of the book, which is available to watch online. It's a simple but meaningful way to
share a piece of Michigan’s story — and ours — with campers and families before they even
arrive at camp.

Whether your own memories of Sleeping Bear include sand in your shoes or stories told on a
trip, we hope this new tradition connects past and present campers to the land we're lucky
to call home.

Watch the full-time staff reading The Legend of Sleeping Bear here: Click here

Hayo-Went-Ha Camps Happenings
A Great Way to Start Homecoming at Camp

On June 15, after campers had checked in and settled into their cabins, we hosted our first-
ever Homecoming gathering at camp. With over 16 alumni, parents, and friends in
attendance, it was a meaningful way to kick off what we hope becomes a lasting tradition.

Guests spent time sharing stories from their own camp days, reflecting on what it felt like to
drop off their campers that afternoon, and talking about the lasting impact camp has had on
their families.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J6bRxeGVuck&blm_aid=38442

Thank you to everyone who joined us for this first Homecoming — we loved having you back
at camp.

Mark your calendars for the next one: Sunday, July 13 at 4:00 p.m. We’'ll be gathering
during the Second Session check-in and would love to see you there.

Hayo-Hikes Bring Alumni Together Coast to Coast

Our recent Hayo-Hikes in the DC area, California, and Colorado were a great success, thanks
to the energy and leadership of Hadley and Casey Robinson, Mary Tobin, Mackenzie and
Margo Dyer, and Meg Vo.

Alumni from across the decades, along with friends and family, came together to reconnect,
make new connections, and spend a day outdoors — just like the good old camp days.

Thank you to everyone who laced up their boots and joined us. We loved seeing so many
familiar faces and welcoming new ones.

More Hayo-Hikes are on the horizon, so stay tuned for upcoming dates and locations — we’d
love to see you on the trail.




Arbutus Lake for Girls = Torch Lake for Boys
A State YMCA of Michigan

Summer Dreams and Equipment Drive
Camp is Ready — But Not Every Child Could Afford to Come

At Hayo-Went-Ha Camps, we believe that every child deserves the chance to experience the
power of camp. This year, we made a commitment that no camper would be turned away
due to financial need — and thanks to your ongoing support, we've kept that promise.



Our $250,000 campership fund has been fully allocated. But just a week before camp began
on Sunday, June 15, 12 more campers were still waiting. We had the space — and we said
yes. These kids are now headed to camp, but that decision has placed us $50,000 over
budget in our campership funds.

This decision wasn’t made lightly. As our CEO John “JC” Carlson often reminds us, "We've
never turned a child away from camp because they couldn’t afford it — only when there
wasn’t space.” With that in mind, we stood by our mission and opened the door.

Now, we're turning to our community once more to help fund that promise.

Matching Gifts Make Your Support Go Even Further

Thanks to our generous friends, your donation made double the impact with not one but
three matching donors to add to the support:

1. The Cook Family supported our campaign by offering a $20,000 match.

2. The McWilliams/Piraino Fund are also matching all gifts to the campership
campaign by matching $25,000.

3. And just last week, longtime camp friend Rick Block offered a $25,000 matching
challenge to help us reach our stretch goal. We have already generated over $10,000
in support that will be matched.

These kids are packed, excited, and ready. With your help, they’ll be paddling, hiking,

building friendships, and growing into the confident, capable young people camp helps
shape. Thank you for your continued care, your belief in camp, and your generous heart.

Click here to learn more.

Calendar of Events

Please click here to see all the exciting events this year!

Campfire Club: Thank you to those who keep the fire burning!

Thanks to your generosity, we can continue providing life-changing camp experiences,
supporting families, and maintaining the programs and facilities that make camp so special.
Every gift helps us create opportunities for campers to grow, explore, and build lifelong
friendships.

Future Newsletter Sections

We want to hear from you! Whether you recently got married, welcomed a future camper
into the world, or traveled somewhere amazing while proudly sporting your camp gear, we’'d
love to share your news with our alumni community. Complete this form to share your


https://givebutter.com/ja40Uw?blm_aid=38442
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZgvaPZIoyFnWTieyyZUVq_f7s84Ak5b0i-piJpa_NHQ/edit?usp=sharing&blm_aid=38442
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZgvaPZIoyFnWTieyyZUVq_f7s84Ak5b0i-piJpa_NHQ/edit?usp=sharing&blm_aid=38442

updates and photos and we’ll be thrilled to share your milestones with camp friends across
the U.S. and around the globe!

Click here for all past editions of the Whispering Pines and some news from alumni.
Weddings, Babies, and reunions...

Please consider forwarding this issue of Whispering Pines to friends,

family members and others in your network that might consider
making an investment in our camps!
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