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Musings and Meanderings…
 
By John (JC) Carlson, CEO



Gratitude in Action: How Camp Changes Lives, Thanks to You
 
Thank you, parents and donors. Since stepping into the CEO role in January 2024, I’ve
been continually inspired by the profound impact our camps have on young people. One
returning staff member, who had worked at several other camps before coming back to
Hayo‑Went‑Ha, said it best: “Our camps are the best around because our fun shows up in our
challenges.” This first story of purposeful adventure stayed with me, and the stories have
continued to unfold.
 
The moments I’ve witnessed firsthand, along with the reflections I’ve heard from campers,
staff, and alumni, have reaffirmed our mission and helped shape what we now call
Pathways to Growth – a progressive journey where each adventure is rooted in
meaningful outdoor challenge and experience. Every lesson is taught in the most powerful
classroom we know – nature.
 
Thank you for supporting our amazing kids, whether you encouraged them to take on a
new adventure, helped them pack for camp, or simply believed in the lifelong value of what
we do. And to our donors, your generosity has helped make this experience possible
for more than 130 campers this summer alone. In the field, growth is not something that
just happens. It is discovered. It is earned. And it is deeply felt. The magic of Hayo-Went-Ha
Camps is made possible because of your belief and commitment to helping young people
grow in this environment.
 
I also want to share a heartfelt thank you to my son, Connor Carlson, who grew up
attending my old stomping grounds, YMCA Camp Copneconic, in Fenton, MI, and now runs
his own outdoor videography company. This past week, Connor joined me to help capture on
video the breathtaking beauty and powerful camper stories from our journey to Killarney
Provincial Park in Canada. One camper described the trip to Connor as “life-changing,” and
it’s easy to understand why. With miles of canoe trekking with friends, crystal-clear
waterways, and the stunning rock ridges of Killarney as a backdrop, our campers were
immersed in some of the most awe-inspiring wilderness North America has to offer.
 
Connor will be putting together videos that tell the amazing story of our camps, highlighting
not only the unforgettable adventures but also the deep personal growth these experiences
spark in our youth. I can't wait for you all to see the magic he captured.



Thank you for being unplugged! Spending afternoons with both the girls and the boys, I
was moved by the genuine authenticity of their friendships. There were no phones or
distractions, just laughter, stories, songs, and the kind of shared challenges that forge
lasting bonds.
 
I loved watching the girls sing together during the final canoe stretch of their journey, when
the end felt both distant and within reach. I smiled as the boys compared their cliff-jumping
style points, safely facilitated of course, and felt proud of all they had accomplished, both on
the trail and on the water.
 
More than anything, I was struck by the strong sense of camaraderie that had blossomed
among all of them. None of the campers wanted the experience to end. They didn’t want to
lose their connection to nature or to one another.
 



But as they boarded the van or bus home, they carried with them something that will stay
for years to come: resilience, teamwork, and a deep comfort with discomfort, shaped by the
unforgettable adventure they shared in the wilderness.
 
At the end of our time together, I asked each camper to do one thing when they got home:
thank your parents or whoever made it possible for you to come to camp. Because
this was not just a trip. It was a life experience that will shape who they are for years to
come.
 
As we look ahead, we are excited to share drone and video footage and photos from
Killarney as we launch our 2026 programs. Registration opens Sunday, October 19, which
fittingly falls on World Friendship Day, a perfect reflection of what these experiences are all
about.
 
From the bottom of my heart, THANK YOU for an amazing Summer of 2025 – to our
campers, to the parents who send them, and to the donors who believe in them. You are not
just supporting camp. You are shaping futures.

 

Mission Momentum
By Amanda Macaluso, Director of Alumni and Community Development
 
50 Miles. 5 Days. One Big Campership Goal.
 
Have you or your camper ever hiked one of the beautiful trails in Northern Michigan? It’s not
just a hike, it’s classic camp. It’s sore shoulders and trail mix lunches, stories shared around
a campsite, star gazing and the kind of laughter that happens when you’ve spent all day
walking with your favorite crew.
 
For generations, trips like these have been a highlight of the Hayo-Went-Ha Camps
experience, a challenge, an adventure, and for many, a defining moment of summer. The fun
shows up in our challenge. This fall, we’re heading back to the trail with a challenge and that
is to hike 50 miles in 5 days and raise $15,000 for the Campership Fund. Because we believe
every camper deserves the chance to discover what they’re capable of on a trail.
 
We’ve pulled together a group of determined alumni and staff, people who know the power
of a shared hike, a soggy sock, a view that takes your breath away, and a trail that teaches
resilience. They’ll take on the miles, and we’re asking you to help fuel the mission.
 
Here’s how you can be part of it:

Support a Team: Visit the campaign page and cheer on your favorite hikers with a
donation. Join a team and help that team raise the goal of $1,875.
Spread the Word: Rally your old cabin group, trail buddies, and fellow alumni and
friends. Send the link, share the love, and get others involved.
Give What You Can: Every gift, big or small, brings another camper closer to
trailhead, and to the experience of a lifetime.



This is more than a fundraiser. It’s a celebration of camp values, a way to give back, and a
chance to help someone else discover what’s waiting for them on Michigan’s most stunning
shoreline.
 
Thank you for walking with us, step by step, story by story, camper by camper.
 
Support a team member now!
 
Hiker Team – 2025
Meet the crew ready to tackle the trail and raise the funds:

Reconnect. Reminisce. Reignite. Introducing the new
and exciting Interactive Alumni Community Platform.
 
We’re excited to officially launch something that’s been years in the making, a dedicated
space where the legacy of Hayo-Went-Ha Camps comes to life through stories, friendships,
and shared memories. Just in time for National Friendship Day on August 3rd, our brand-new
interactive alumni community platform is now live and ready for you to explore!
 
This is more than a database. It’s a digital campfire, an evolving space where you can:

Click here and create your own profile and tell your camp story
Search for old friends from across generations and geography
Join or start groups based on cabins, decades, trips, or shared memories
Share photos, favorite moments, and camp traditions
Stay updated on events and milestones across the HWH community

This platform is all about what makes our community so unique, with shared experience,
deep roots, and the belief that camp never really ends. At the time of this newsletter, we

https://alumni.hayowentha.org/?blm_aid=643332097


were already at over 130 alumni registered.

Let’s get started. Click here!

 

Torch Talk
 
By Adam Delezenne, Torch Lake Camp Director
 
Camp is Working!

Camp gives us a lot to get caught up in — endless details, the drama of counselor and cabin
life, expeditions departing, arriving, and heading out again. It’s easy to miss the bigger
picture — that we’re all working hard to create incredible experiences for campers.
 
And it is working! In the latest round of camper evaluations, we asked campers not only if
they were having fun and how good the food was, but also about things like who had shown
them empathy while they were at camp, if they gave something hard or challenging a try,
and if they felt welcomed. In Session 1, 93% of campers said that someone showed them
kindness or empathy, listing simple things, friendships made, and simple moments in the
cabin. 70% said they did something challenging, most listed the zip line as the most
challenging part of their experience, some also talked about the trip, or aspects of communal
life together. 97% said that they felt welcomed and talked about the excitement of those
who greeted them when they arrived. And 85% said that they felt more confident than when
they arrived at camp. One camper mentioned regaining his confidence in sailing, while
another mentioned learning to respect the opinions of others.
 

https://alumni.hayowentha.org/?blm_aid=643332097
https://alumni.hayowentha.org/?blm_aid=643332097
https://alumni.hayowentha.org/?blm_aid=643332097


And now we are near the end! Camp is working, campers are having a great time, and lives
are being changed.

 

Arbutus Angle
By Mackenzie “MackMo” Morison, Arbutus Lake Camp Director
 
Rooted in Tradition: When Camp Becomes a Family Tree

One thing that many people know about camp is that it’s not just for a couple of years, camp
is for life. For some, that means sending their children and their grandchildren to camp as
well, or nieces and nephews, family friends, the list goes on!

This summer we’re blessed to have campers on site that are children of two of our 1998 LC
group and the reason that is so special is because this was the same group that built the
chapel that stands at camp today, named after our historic Green Chapel that has been
around for years of Arbutus campers.

One of these campers, Sarah, actually was a member of the group that wrote and planned
the chapel, which centered around trees, the themes of growth, connectedness, and strength
coming out in full play — legitimately one of the most fun LC chapel themes I’ve seen in
recent years!

These two parents were so excited to be sending their children to camp together — the first
two of their generation to do so. We hold camp so dear here at both Torch and Arbutus, that
being able to pass along the love for the place and the traditions here is a special
opportunity indeed. Having been around for 111 years gives us the special opportunity to
have generations of families make this place what it is today, a home for all of those near
and far! These are the families that help us keep our traditions alive at camp — while we
love innovation and new ideas there is something to the notion of children singing the same
‘‘Arbutus Moon’’ song at camp that their mothers sang here at camp before them.



While we were not able to get the exact photo of Sarah and Izzy’s moms pulling this same
pose back in ‘98, we do have other fun memories from their years together as campers.

 

Grounds for Discussion
By Scott Swanson, Building and Grounds Director
 
Summer Sounds, New Sights, and Evolving Spaces

I’m starting this section with mixed feelings about the bathhouse update. Although they
won’t be ready in time for our 2025 campers, the GREAT NEWS is that the bathhouses are
nearing completion and already look more beautiful than I had envisioned. Thanks to some
creative brainstorming with our builder, Chris Richter from Richter Construction Inc., I think
we are really taking our facilities to another level. Rather than treating the bathhouse as a
shell covering the toilets and showers, we’ve created a practical and functional building for
our campers – and one that’s easier to clean, repair, and maintain. I also believe it gives a
classic feel with so many little details that give it that premier touch. So yeah, mixed
feelings. In the end, I know we’ve created a shift in expectation and quality. This will be our
new normal.

These last few weeks of camp, we were able to spruce up the waterfront at Arbutus and get
our new water toys installed. I have definitely noticed a much louder waterfront since the
installation, which really makes me smile. The sounds and noises the summer brings to
camp are exciting, inspiring, and sometimes a little stressful, but still great. I’m thinking of
canoe trailers, dining hall chatter, waterfront shrills, and laughter to name just a few. It is
definitely a motivation to keep going and pushing to improve the product we deliver to these
kids and our staff. It seems Ryan Lautner, our new Maintenance Director, has been a good fit
for this camp and the staff. He often comments to me that he loves his job, and that feels
good.

https://www.rci-cgc.com/?blm_aid=643332097


Camp has just a week left as I type this up, and it’s hard to believe it’s almost over. During
camp, it’s easier to know what to do every day – make sure the campers are safe and have
everything they need to achieve “Happy Camper” status. Once they leave, it can be a
windfall of projects as the wear and tear of the season becomes evident. This season it will
be nice to have a team that is working together to achieve some of our bigger projects. I
know this will show itself to create more actual work getting done at both camps, and that’s
exciting to me.

In closing, I would love to share again how much these two camps are treasures. It’s only
been just over two years for me and I feel it. I get to see some of the most beautiful places
at some of the most peaceful and ruckus times, and I’m thankful. This job has its own
stresses, aches, and pains, but the land on and surrounding these camps is unique and very
special; it seems to incite reflection and appreciation. Thanks for taking the time to check in
with us at YMCA Hayo-Went-Ha Camps.



 

Camp Food and Fun
By Renee Dewindt, HWH Camps Food Service Director
 
A Meal, A Celebration, and a Whole Lot of Fun

One of the most fun parts of the summer so far was helping JC pull off his auction item, a
four-course meal for the highest bidder. There was some serious competition among staff,
but in the end, the AHWH first-session Alaska cabin won the bid.

After they returned from their trip, JC and I put together a special brunch just for them. We
squeezed fresh orange juice, brought in real bagels from Bubba Bagel in Traverse City (not
camp bagels!), and laid out a spread of cream cheese options. JC served every course with a
big smile, and the campers were absolutely thrilled. It was such a fun way to welcome them
back and celebrate their time on trail.

https://www.bubbiesbagelstc.com/?blm_aid=643332097


I always try to do something special for our older campers
when they return from trips. For Alaska, I made Baked
Alaska (of course!). Killarney gets Canadian Goose Poop —
my version of crème brûlée with mini butterscotch chips.
Isle Royale gets Moose Poop — chocolate mousse made from
scratch, and one of my favorites to make. And this year, we
added something new for the sailors: Banana Boats. It was
the perfect welcome back for that group, and a fun little nod
to their time on the water.

I love these moments, when food becomes part of the story
they’ll remember about camp. It’s a joy to celebrate their
hard work, their spirit, and their adventures with something
delicious. It’s one of the many reasons I love what I do here.

 

From Trails to Peaks 
By Gina Georgiou, Hayo-Went-Ha Camps Wilderness Trips expert
 
Blazing Trails & Riding Currents: The First Rovers Adventure

We wanted to find a two-week option to
offer our 9th graders that had the perfect
blend of in the field vs time at camp, and to
spice it up we took a hybrid approach. We
also wanted to utilize our beautiful local
trails.
 
Our first ever Rovers at Hayo-Went-Ha
Camps hailed from the Torch site. They set
out on July 17th and jumped on the North
Country Trail, they hiked 25 miles in three
days. On the third day, the North Country
Trail intercepted the Manistee. I met up
with the crew to drop off their canoes as
they transitioned from hiking boots to
paddles.
 
The weather was a bit dreary, but spirits
were high. The group had a fire going, was
warm and dry, and buzzing with excitement
to trade miles on foot for time on the river.
The second part of the trip would be 18.5
hours total of paddle time over four days.



 

Alumni Spotlight
 
By Hadley Robinson, Alumni Committee Chair

Betsy (deFries) Craske
Camp era: 1995-2004

Camp influences our lives in so many ways — what people choose
to study in school, what jobs they pick, but also how they center
relationships and prioritize community. Betsy (deFries) Craske
embodies all of this in more. We spoke about finding a school
community that felt like camp, and what it’s like to currently be
running for local office.

Q: Tell us a little bit about your career and what you do day to day.

A: My love of camp and the outdoors led me to Montana in 2003 for college where I studied
Environmental Studies and focused on sustainable agriculture and outdoor education. This
led me to many jobs, including summers building trails in National Parks on trail crews, but
most recently I was a teacher for 10 years at a small, progressive school in Missoula,
Montana. If I could create a school that felt like summer camp, this would be as close as I
could get. The first day of school had teachers and students playing instruments and singing
songs in the courtyard. We went on outdoor trips to go rock climbing, kayaking, and biking.
Students had choice in their learning ala camp afternoon choice time. Like camp, it was a
group of people who supported one another's learning and growth through time spent
outside and in community with one another. I taught science and math there and managed
the outdoor program, and it was a profound and meaningful experience to hold the
responsibility of educating our next generation of leaders. My students continue to inspire
me in endless ways, and I am so grateful for my time teaching. (At one point AHWH Alum Liz
Berliant and I had a pen pal program between our students — keeping letter writing and
camp connections alive!)

I made the difficult decision to leave my teaching job at the end of the 2023-2024 school
year so I could spend more time with my daughter (who is now 4 and can’t wait to be a
camp kid) and spend more time investing in my community. Depending on the season you
can find me coaching youth sports, volunteering for different local nonprofits, and getting
outside with friends and family on bikes, skis, or rafts.

Q: You recently decided to run for local office in your community of Missoula,
Montana. What inspired you to do this, and what has it been like?

A: After transitioning from my teaching job, I decided to take time to really be more involved
on a broader scale in my community. Last fall I became involved in the local and national
elections and spent time canvassing in neighborhoods to support candidates and encourage
folks to get out and vote. I really believe that if you want to make a difference, you need to
work in your local community to be a catalyst, and this led me to exploring the idea of
running for a seat on Missoula’s City Council. Before canvassing for the 2024 elections, I was



terrified to knock on doors, and now here I am knocking on doors as a candidate! It has
been a HUGE learning experience!

Some of the best parts are the conversations I get to have with folks all over town. We get
to dive into how to address the housing crisis, how to advocate for climate solutions, and our
hopes and dreams for this place we all love. I am developing a more comprehensive picture
of the challenges our city faces and the people and places that make it tick. I am getting a
crash course in marketing, branding, grassroots organizing, and putting myself out there
even if it feels uncomfortable. I really look forward to collaborating with other organizations,
city officials, and passionate people in Missoula to help make our city a more inclusive,
vibrant place to live now and for future generations. (If you’re curious about my campaign,
you can find me over at www.craskeforcouncil.com)

Q: How has camp influenced your work?

A: Perhaps a more succinct answer might come from the question “how has camp NOT
influenced my work?”! As a kid and teen, camp provided a safe place for me to explore,
learn, and grow, and this gave me confidence in who I am and who I could be.

My deep love of and passion for the outdoors certainly came from my experiences on trips
and living at camp for six to 10 weeks every summer. My time spent in the field of
conservation came from the feeling that I wanted to give back to the wild places that had
given me so much on trips.

The emphasis on relationship building through a decade at camp helped me put relationships
at the heart of my teaching work and now my political work. We need relationships with one
another to get things done, and this focus on relationships through my experiences at camp
has helped me connect with people from all walks of life. I think the support you feel as part
of the camp community really teaches you how to show up for and try to create the
community you want to see in the world.

The challenges of daily living and trip life gave me confidence that has been instrumental as
I take on new leadership roles. If you can get through a 3 km canoe portage with two weeks
of food and heavy canoes, you can certainly get through a challenging meeting! It is safe to
say that I wouldn’t be who I am today or be doing what I’m doing today without camp in my
life. I am deeply grateful for my experiences at camp informing my work today and grateful
to get to foster deep, meaningful relationships through camp. AND, camp taught me that
you can't take things too seriously — always make time to bust out some dance moves, sing
at the top of your lungs or jump in a body of water!

Q: Do you have a favorite camp memory you could share?

A: When I think of camp, I first and foremost see the smiling faces of so many I know and
love. Hearing wolves howling under the stars while backpacking on Isle Royale, Killarney
portages, Casino Night dance parties, Teddy Bear swims, Nejee dock chats, singing all the
songs, the thrill of mail and packages, jumping off a sailboat into deep blue Caribbean
waters, being a counselor to my first cabin of campers, candle wax covering everything after
a closing campfire — these memories and so many more all bring a smile to my face. I think
most of all, just the memory of walking down the paths and running through the woods
alongside Arbutus Lake brings me quiet and calm and peace on the busiest of days. How
lucky are we to have all been a part of it at one point or another?

http://www.craskeforcouncil.com/?blm_aid=643332097


Have an Idea for an Alumni Spotlight?
Reach out to hadsrobinson@gmail.com to nominate someone.

 

Generational Gems
Carrying the Torch: The Miller Family’s Camp Legacy Continues

Elise Miller Rolison is proudly watching a third
generation of her family fall in love with camp. Her
son Owen, registered as a Day Camper starting
August 4th, is following in the footsteps of his
grandfather, who spent many summers at Hayo-
Went-Ha — including his LC year. Last summer,
Owen attended the Alumni Weekend and was
instantly hooked. “He had such a great time,” Elise
shared. “He can’t wait to come back for day camp, 
and eventually transition to overnight camp when
he’s old enough.”

Owen won’t be attending alone. He’ll be joined by two of his cousins, the oldest kids of
Elise’s twin brother. “My dad has five grandsons,” she said, “so we’re working on building up
the Miller family footprint at camp!”
 
The family plans to spend two weeks near Torch Lake this summer, and Elise is hoping to
reconnect even more deeply by volunteering at Arbutus Hayo-Went-Ha while they’re in the
area. “I’d be happy to share more of our family’s camp story,” she offered. And we’re
grateful she will.
 
It’s stories like these that remind us how strong the Hayo-Went-Ha Camps legacy runs, and
how special it is when new generations begin writing their own chapter.

Are You a 3rd Generation Family?  
Please reach out to share your story.

Email Amanda Macaluso at amacaluso@hayowentha.org 

 

Neighbors at the Fire:
A New Tradition Begins at Camp

mailto:hadsrobinson@gmail.com?subject=Alumni%20Spotlight
mailto:amacaluso@hayowentha.org?subject=Generational%20Gems


Learning S’more with Our Neighbors

This summer, both camps hosted something new and we called it the “Learn S’more About
Camp,” an evening created to bring together our neighbors and local community for food,
conversation, and a behind-the-scenes look at camp life.
 
At Arbutus Hayo-Went-Ha, we welcomed 17 neighbors to join us for dinner and dessert. At
Torch Hayo-Went-Ha, we were thrilled to host nearly 40 guests in our historic Old Dining Hall
overlooking Torch Lake. For many, it was their first time setting foot on camp properties, with
several sharing they’d spent years wondering about the fun they’d seen from the water.
 
After dinner, guests took guided tours of camp, met with staff and leadership, and had the
opportunity to hear from our CEO about both camp’s legacy and its future. The evening was
filled with great stories, thoughtful questions, and new connections between camp and our
wider community. Based on the overwhelmingly positive feedback, we hope to make this an
annual tradition.
 
If you missed this year’s gathering, we’d love to welcome you next time. There’s always room
at the campfire.

 

Hayo-Went-Ha Camps Happenings
 

Celebrate Summer with Us at the Friends
of Hayo-Went-Ha Camps Gathering

 
Each July, as our Board of Directors comes together in Northern Michigan, we open the doors
to our extended camp family for an annual celebration of connection and community. It's
more than a meeting, it’s a reunion, a tradition, and a great excuse to gather with old friends
(and meet a few new ones). Over 50 camp friends joined us!
 



This summer, we welcomed alumni, families, and friends to the Friends of Hayo-Went-Ha
Camps Summer Gathering at Short’s Brewing Co. in Elk Rapids. With camp stories in the air
and the hum of live music in the background, it was a chance to share memories, hear
updates from our board and staff, and feel that spark of camp camaraderie, whether you live
in the area year-round, spend your summers nearby, or just happened to be passing
through.

Thank you to everyone who joined us to keep the spirit of HWH Camps alive and thriving. If
you missed it this year, don’t worry, we hope to see you next summer as this gathering
continues to grow. After all, once you’re part of Hayo-Went-Ha, you’re always a part of the
camp family.

 



 Hayo-Went-Ha Camps’ First-Ever Homecoming
Brought Camp Spirit to Elk Rapids

 
This summer, we launched a new tradition, and it was a hit. Our first-ever HWH Camps
Homecoming took place on June 15th and again on July 13th, at the Short’s Pull Barn in Elk
Rapids, and more than 50 alumni, current families, and friends gathered to celebrate all
things camp.
 
Timed with the start of each four-week session drop-off, the casual afternoon gathering
created a perfect opportunity for parents to swing by after saying goodbye to their campers
and for alumni in the area to reconnect with familiar faces. The event was full of classic
camp energy, and we even had friendly games, and plenty of storytelling.
 
With such a strong turnout and positive feedback, we’re already thinking about making this a
yearly tradition. Thank you to everyone who came out and helped make our first
Homecoming one to remember! Mark your calendars for next year — June 14th and July
12th.
 
The winner of the “Guess the Petoskey stone” competition is Luaren Cardella, who
successfully guessed 106 stones, all collected from the Torch Lake Point!  She will be
receiving a camp hoodie for her winning guess. Thank you for all the great guesses!

 

 
LCs Lead the Way in Keeping Torch Lake Beautiful

 
On Sunday, July 6, at 6:00 PM, the shores of Torch Lake saw a different kind of gathering,
one focused on stewardship, service, and community pride. Campers from both Arbutus and
Torch Hayo-Went-Ha’s LC (Leadership Camper) programs came together to join Stand Up for

https://standupforgreatlakes.com/?blm_aid=643332097
https://standupforgreatlakes.com/?blm_aid=643332097
https://standupforgreatlakes.com/?blm_aid=643332097
https://standupforgreatlakes.com/?blm_aid=643332097


the Great Lakes crew to help clean up the popular sandbar area, joining forces for an
evening dedicated to keeping our local environment beautiful.
 
The LCs and other volunteers received bags and supplies to collect trash and other debris left
behind along the shoreline and in the water. It is a simple idea, but one with a lasting
impact. The event offered a meaningful opportunity for our LCs to demonstrate leadership
beyond camp property. They represented Hayo-Went-Ha Camps with care, responsibility, and
enthusiasm, living out the values they’ve been building all summer long.
 
We’re proud of our LCs for stepping up and giving back, and we’re grateful to everyone who
showed up to lend a hand. Together, we helped protect the lake we all love and use every
summer, and we hope to continue this effort for years to come.

 

 
August 10th is #NationalSmoresDay

National S'mores Day on August 10 recognizes the most popular campfire treat! Millions of
people of all ages love this gooey, toasted treat.

https://standupforgreatlakes.com/?blm_aid=643332097


S’mores consist of a roasted marshmallow
with a layer of chocolate bar sandwiched
between two pieces of graham cracker.
(The Hayo-Went-Ha Camps way is to put
the chocolate pieces in the marshmallow
where the stick was removed for an extra
gooey fun!)
 
The origin of this tasty snack is credited to
the entrepreneur Alec Barnum. However,
the first recorded version of the recipe can
be found in the 1927 publication of
Tramping and Trailing with the Girl Scouts.
Even though the Girl Scouts were not the
first ones to make s’mores, Girl Scout
groups describe them in their reports as
early as 1925. Earlier recipes used the
name "Some Mores." It is unclear when the
word "S'mores" became the more common
name.

Calendar of Events
Stay in the Loop – View the Camp Event Calendar!

Campfire Club: Thank you to those who keep the fire burning!

We are grateful for your support and for being part of our camp community. Click here to see
all the generous donations from January through to July 31.
 
We truly appreciate your support and thank you for being a part of our camp community!
 

Future Newsletter Sections 
We want to hear from you! Whether you recently got married, welcomed a future camper
into the world, or traveled somewhere amazing while proudly sporting your camp gear, we’d
love to share your news with our alumni community. Complete this form to share your
updates and photos and we’ll be thrilled to share your milestones with camp friends across
the U.S. and around the globe!

Click here for all past editions of the Whispering Pines and some news from alumni.
Weddings, Babies, and reunions…
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZgvaPZIoyFnWTieyyZUVq_f7s84Ak5b0i-piJpa_NHQ/edit?usp=sharing&blm_aid=643332097
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1vOsBfNHbRwrzauVYQM0O0aRyCappBaU0RyYvJ6DKGjI/edit?usp=sharing&blm_aid=643332097
https://hayowentha.org/about-hayo-went-ha-camps/the-whispering-pines-newsletter/?blm_aid=643332097


Please consider forwarding this issue of Whispering Pines to friends,
family members and others in your network that might consider

making an investment in our camps!

Our Contact Information
State YMCA Hayo-Went-Ha Camps • 919 Northeast Torch Lake Drive

Central Lake, MI 49622
2315445915 • http://www.hayowentha.org
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