
 

APRIL 2023

Musings and Meanderings…
From the Executive Director

Well, it’s almost here! Another Hayo-Went-Ha Camps summer is just around the corner. As you will read
elsewhere in this newsletter, our plans and preparations are coming along nicely. However, as any seasoned
camp professional knows, there’s always SOMETHING that emerges with little or no warning to knock you off-
stride a bit. We are currently working hard to minimize that possibility.
 
I remain excited and energized about my role as interim Hayo-Went-Ha Camp Director. While I am sure that
there will be some mid-summer days when I ask myself “What was I thinking?” when I chose to take on these
extra responsibilities, I am so looking forward to this hands-on role.
 
I have been so incredibly gratified and impressed by the many members of our HWH Camps community who
have reached out to me with words of encouragement, offers of assistance, or both. I will not be shy about
accepting these wonderful offers!
 
Please read on to learn more about how the 2023 camping season is shaping up – and the ways in which you
might be able to help. It’s going to be a great summer at Hayo-Went-Ha Camps!
 
Each for All – All for Each.
 
Dave
 
Dave DeLuca/CEO – YMCA Hayo-Went-Ha Camps

mailto:ddeluca@hayowentha.org


Calling all Alumni!
 
Hayo-Went-Ha Camps boasts a worldwide community of former campers and staff members. We have more
than 5000 of these alumni listed within our camp database. However, we don’t know much about their specific
affiliation with our camps – when they attended, what programs they participated in, what staff positions they
held. This information is vital to our ability to reconnect alumni and keep folks informed about camp news and
opportunities for engagement.
 
We have created a Google Form to collect this information. Please click on the link to add your details and to
ensure that we have accurate contact information for you.
 
The form also asks about camp’s impact and any treasured memories. Here are just a few of the powerful
responses we have collected:
 

The first things that come to mind are summiting the Chilkoot and humpback whales swimming
under our kayaks. Camp had a profound effect on my love of nature, my belief in community and

meeting friends who I still cherish today.
 

Cabin rules are the core values of our company.
 

Pushed me to expand my limits if possible, given me confidence as a woman that I am strong and
capable, increased worldly exposure and experience, given me a deeper love of my Creator and

creation, shaped me as a person into who I am today!
 

There’s not a day that goes by where I don’t think about camp! One of my fondest memories would
be as an Explorer, waiting for the Extendos to return in the middle of the night. The whole division

ended up laying out on the front walkway, watching a meteor shower and singing songs. Camp
magic at its peak.

 
Camp is where I met some of my best friends. I've connected with them in several countries,

sometimes on trips I would not have taken otherwise. If not for my time at camp, I probably would
not have learned how to sail or SCUBA dive, both of which I have been able to enjoy since leaving

camp. Growing up at camp helped me develop a level of independence, learn to navigate social
relationships, and cultivate a love of the outdoors. Overall, I would say that camp probably had a

bigger influence on me than anything else in my life except possibly my immediate family.
 

It is why I am who I am today.
 

If you have not yet completed your Alumni Survey, please do so here.

And while we're talking about alumni, please send us your news and updates... weddings,
births, moves and other milestones! Email these - with photos if you're so inclined - to Dave
DeLuca so that we can include these in future editions of Whispering Pines!

https://u3954607.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=FvewwuDCltpez4tD3xbQ6x-2BMkXUqHyn0PGyuEpA7SZvkXDhodNoNUzoUKXm0b-2FlRWgetvjkYF-2BApEQNeZM4P1gKv-2F2t-2Bms0PQaobmddad-2B-2FYD3-2FAj2VDLQSxkNOoG7IDLAMEBrPJudkbV28s5Umqp8dIqAnIyGQ-2BaoqYlSWWF54-3DoRdm_lf9fm0Ix8LPfFGm79SJCEQ8WSGFX6SKrjJZq2FtV5MXXQtfVcLVJNRAe36eagEjayX3uE9F6SebmjOMwxAUGsyVfRuCaLXUC3JZYlTfK0tPn6G8AMh1Y1irYWUc5onZRD4fGSWgee-2Bdb61RPq4CZjT89mMqffHTJny6t7o0IlMYfUY73IXUXLaOs88EBG2xIQOtYyGZTvqiA9BU6-2Fde845t4Iq03qrssxnRQPO5VaCImhNGYGqLkVEumNRAY2N0u-2FoKP9SGAnEk9bJnBaU1VPxjFkMNmHHfhDbRCN25jE1E98ShdBgPLWG6wgdLLynzE76HJ-2Bz72zOr6rrWitBIoKb0jPFs8PAx5EdbbzKKeMswarhr5c-2FWnvBun2wBIrlsn
mailto:ddeluca@hayowentha.org?subject=Alumni%20Update!


Spring Volunteer Work Days!
 
After the long northern Michigan winter, there is plenty of work to be done to get our two camps ready for
another summer season. We are looking for volunteers to join us for one (or both!) of our Volunteer Work
Days in May.
 
On Saturday May 6th, we will gather at HWH/Torch Lake for a day of clean-up, set-up and preparations. Two
weeks later – on Saturday, May 20th – we’ll do the same at AHWH/Arbutus Lake. Our projects will largely
focus on basic landscaping and set-up tasks – leaf-blowing, raking, boat-moving, cabin-opening, etc. Perhaps
not the most glamorous of projects, but all are critical in our work to open camp.
 
We will get started at 9:00am each Saturday and work through to 5:00pm. We’ll serve a light breakfast, a
hearty lunch and a pizza dinner to our volunteers. There are also options for folks to arrive on Friday evening
and/or stay until Sunday morning, but we won’t be offering meal service on either day.
 
We would love to have you join us – many hands make light work! Please use this form to sign up for our work
days.

Summer Camp 2023: Spaces Still Available!
 
While both of our camps have exceeded last summer’s enrollment totals, we still have some work to do to
reach our goals for the 2023 summer. This is the most challenging time to register new campers, as we have

https://u3954607.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=FvewwuDCltpez4tD3xbQ6x-2BMkXUqHyn0PGyuEpA7SZvkXDhodNoNUzoUKXm0b-2FlRN-2Ffsvg92bXu3XY-2FMqfkTa6Rx6DuYP6PZ-2FS7Dczk8PiwYAjReli8g-2F5i8zXrxl0ASTM8XWGGCBOnxzF0GAS3E-2FgldYhCGHq18fc-2FqbbjHr30-3D5Saa_lf9fm0Ix8LPfFGm79SJCEQ8WSGFX6SKrjJZq2FtV5MXXQtfVcLVJNRAe36eagEjayX3uE9F6SebmjOMwxAUGsyVfRuCaLXUC3JZYlTfK0tPn6G8AMh1Y1irYWUc5onZRD4fGSWgee-2Bdb61RPq4CZjT89mMqffHTJny6t7o0IlMYfUY73IXUXLaOs88EBG2xIQOtYyGZTvqiA9BU6-2Fde845t4Iq03qrssxnRQPO5VaCLaBc-2FvmkXjS-2B1MqmwOBbyODWB7W4GqNLhPf-2BjZCOC-2FK2-2B1FdWVyAhNp3-2Fga3nMary-2B-2FaHpQjeFvKzxcwt4ZcE8sWhPpAozCUU64AyJU4s90ldkXe2E7Ut4VSkW53Z58d4Kw1ONIdbEWsCmdgdPOV8W


limited availability in specific programs and in specific sessions. It’s a little like putting a jigsaw puzzle
together!
 
Still, we would love to fill some of these empty beds and serve even more kids this summer. If you know of
families that are still making their plans for the summer, please share our website and other information. We
have two more promotional events scheduled – an in-person slideshow in Ann Arbor and a virtual information
night – scheduled over the next two weeks.
 

Thursday, April 20 – Ann Arbor slideshow at the home of John & Nancy Kelley (6:30pm)
Tuesday, April 25 – Virtual information night (6:30pm)

Please click here for more details about these events.
 

Piraino Campership Challenge!
 
Once again, thanks to Tom Piraino and Barbara McWilliams – and the generosity of the Piraino Family
Foundation – we are seeking to raise $25,000 in campership donations to match a portion of the Piraino gift.
These funds will be allocated as financial assistance to allow more kids to come to camp… kids whose families
could not otherwise afford our camp fees.
 
This challenge is incredibly timely now, as we have exceeded our budgeted campership funds for the 2023
summer. We planned to give out more than $170,000 in financial assistance, but the need has been greater,
with requests for at least $30,000 more still pending. We would very much like to give these kids the
opportunity to experience Hayo-Went-Ha Camps this summer… it could possibly be a life-changing experience.
 
Won’t you join us and help to provide this incredible experience to more kids? You can make your gift
in a couple of ways. A check may be sent to the camp office (our address is at the end of the newsletter) with
“Piraino Challenge” written on the memo line. Alternately, you can visit our website and use our online giving
portal. In the dropdown menu, you may select “Campership Fund.”
 
Thanks in advance for helping us to meet this challenge!
 

Alumni Gatherings!
 
In mid-March, Amanda and Dave traveled east to do some camper recruiting in the Washington D.C. area.
Thanks to alumna Amy (Goetz) Rzepka and her family for hosting a very successful and well-attended
slideshow!
 
While in the area, we held a Sunday afternoon alumni gathering in Arlington, Virginia. Almost twenty-five
individuals stopped by for refreshments and reminiscing – LOTS of reminiscing! It was wonderful to connect
with old friends and even make some new connections. Just like the February event we held in Denver, this
might need to become an annual affair.
 
And – speaking of annual events – please mark your calendars for our second annual summer reunion in
Elk Rapids. On Friday, July 21st, we will gather at the Short’s Pull Barn (3:00pm) for an afternoon of

https://u3954607.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=FvewwuDCltpez4tD3xbQ6x-2BMkXUqHyn0PGyuEpA7SZsgiMFpW6yzWvd4DhxCPNfh65wl2HMkKbN1iEbU-2FAp-2FV43lt-2FQRp7cBHChX8sgtCQQ4WiC14N71J-2BF-2F4r99Ps58N59PMorVWJ8dCQ2JnpOkKA-3D-3DO25Y_lf9fm0Ix8LPfFGm79SJCEQ8WSGFX6SKrjJZq2FtV5MXXQtfVcLVJNRAe36eagEjayX3uE9F6SebmjOMwxAUGsyVfRuCaLXUC3JZYlTfK0tPn6G8AMh1Y1irYWUc5onZRD4fGSWgee-2Bdb61RPq4CZjT89mMqffHTJny6t7o0IlMYfUY73IXUXLaOs88EBG2xIQOtYyGZTvqiA9BU6-2Fde845t4Iq03qrssxnRQPO5VaCJXu37xxtQE6DBkOwS4rMGS78hBJnkhgn9VvzIdAma2e25LpvVcq-2Bfphdv-2BqjCkC-2FlUidE-2FOKLOQspwRYs7tjuWVpgj2OLKS1U0XhICY1-2Fpkyv5iT6phj83QobcuFD850yT8RaqFqg0NHfE-2Ff-2B2zqAT
https://u3954607.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=FvewwuDCltpez4tD3xbQ6wYKGhkV-2B-2BlwnOw7dj7hv5Y-2B0mSuq6HQbqW5gswIJ6Z72HIxTQEZc-2F8NJVaDXN6jsA-3D-3Dzv2__lf9fm0Ix8LPfFGm79SJCEQ8WSGFX6SKrjJZq2FtV5MXXQtfVcLVJNRAe36eagEjayX3uE9F6SebmjOMwxAUGsyVfRuCaLXUC3JZYlTfK0tPn6G8AMh1Y1irYWUc5onZRD4fGSWgee-2Bdb61RPq4CZjT89mMqffHTJny6t7o0IlMYfUY73IXUXLaOs88EBG2xIQOtYyGZTvqiA9BU6-2Fde845t4Iq03qrssxnRQPO5VaCIeC6mYWyl5vFSwG8Y5miGamVc8v8OQ547GMlUQ3hdH6D8JoJJiHnxWsFlXLQObZTtdtg-2FmA1-2B5OAspHP367HQ-2BmrKzoUr-2BFNFiZ4ZEJ-2FojsXeB4o7wRXza1G6JlQolcrg743-2BPz5hXiUamJsecN3zb


friendship and memory-making. This event occurs the day before our summer board meeting and is a
wonderful way for HWH Camps friends who are enjoying the fabulous northern Michigan summer to reconnect.

2023 Summer Staffing
 
It often feels as if we hire our summer camp staff twice – once during
the initial recruitment period in the winter, and then again after folks
drop out, get that dream internship, or have their visa denied. It is a
never-ending process.
 
Our camps are still looking for a few high-quality individuals to round out
our staff ranks:

Cabin Leaders (HWH)
Day Camp Leaders (HWH)
Waterfront Assistant/Lifeguard (HWH)
Driver (HWH)
Waterfront Director (AHWH)
Food Service Director (AHWH)

If you know of interested candidates, pleas encourage them to reach out
to Amanda and Dave as soon as possible. As our alumni will attest, there
is no better place to spend the summer than at Hayo-Went-Ha Camps!
 

SPARKS Day Camp – Registration Open!
 
Sparks Day Camp – located on our Torch Lake site – is enrolling campers for the 2023 summer. Sparks offers
eight one-week sessions for children (boys and girls) ages 5-10. Enrollment is limited to forty children per
week, with even more limited spaces for the youngest campers (ages 5-6) in our Kinder Sparks program.
 
Day camp is based at the Dow Building at Camp Hayo-Went-Ha – a wonderful facility that provides indoor
activity space, bathrooms, refrigerated storage for lunches and more.
 
To learn more about Sparks – and to register – please visit our website.

 

 
Welcome Scott Swanson!
 
After an extensive search process, we are pleased to announce that we have a new member of our year-round
team! Scott Swanson, a resident of Traverse City, joined us in early April in the role of HWH Camps
Maintenance Director. In this position, Scott will oversee facilities/property needs at both camps and work
closely with Jake Smith (HWH) and Mark Mullins (AHWH). Scott has hit the ground running and is already
making a positive impact on our camps. He brings great energy and experience to his work.
 
We have SO MUCH work to do with the physical plant at both our camps. We now have a new site master plan
that will guide the process of building new facilities and renovating existing ones. We have considerable
historic preservation projects to accomplish… projects that will ensure that our most treasured older buildings

mailto:amacaluso@hayowentha.org?subject=2023%20Camp%20Staff
mailto:ddeluca@hayowentha.org?subject=2023%20Camp%20Staff
https://u3954607.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=FvewwuDCltpez4tD3xbQ6wYKGhkV-2B-2BlwnOw7dj7hv5bk9PfCDI-2F4MOG7kIYmjue9qy00b6bYYDeWjBbSE5WPkg-3D-3DYNWU_lf9fm0Ix8LPfFGm79SJCEQ8WSGFX6SKrjJZq2FtV5MXXQtfVcLVJNRAe36eagEjayX3uE9F6SebmjOMwxAUGsyVfRuCaLXUC3JZYlTfK0tPn6G8AMh1Y1irYWUc5onZRD4fGSWgee-2Bdb61RPq4CZjT89mMqffHTJny6t7o0IlMYfUY73IXUXLaOs88EBG2xIQOtYyGZTvqiA9BU6-2Fde845t4Iq03qrssxnRQPO5VaCJewCRKlFX1GsRk12JT5ZhHU1eIM3mDrJneovyVYC4249kv3GOsQE85J7OSBBHvx0VelP8U8KmhihB0sLoycuCKA1U1r1AG0jLKRSa4Q6WHnQKuzlBb-2BFKpEFPj4N2Pzn5fClXwu2-2BkGX2eHwqNydU-2B


remain viable. Finally, both camps have a considerable amount of deferred and preventative maintenance
needs to address.
 
We are so happy that Scott has joined the HWH Camps team. If you are coming to either of our May volunteer
work days, you’ll have the opportunity to meet Scott yourself!

Collaboration to Serve Foster Kids
 
YMCA Hayo-Went-Ha Camps is entering into a collaboration with Eli’s
Project, a Lansing–area non-profit organization, to provide a camp
experience to children within the Michigan foster care system. Eli’s
Project will also assist the camps in identifying mental health resources
and trainings that will better support our staff in their work with
campers.
 
Created by HWH alumnus Dr. Zach Goldstein, Eli’s Project’s mission is to
support the mental health needs of children and teens – with a specific
goal of preventing suicide within this population. It hopes to accomplish
this through advocacy, education and action.
 
Zach's adopted son Eli, a product of foster care, attended Camp Hayo-
Went-Ha and participated in the Isle Royale program in 2021. Eli passed
away unexpectedly in June 2022.
 
Funding is currently in place to send two foster kids to our camps this
summer. We also hope to secure funding to properly outfit these
campers for their camp experience.  In the words of Zach Goldstein: 
 
“After years of working with HWH as the Health Officer I was able to see
firsthand what positive impacts HWH Camps has on kids when I sent my
son Eli for the first time.  The camp experience is important for ALL kids
to have.  When Eli's Project was formed, we made it our mission to
advocate for kids from different backgrounds or those with different life
experiences. We're all excited for the potential of this joint fundraiser to
represent kids who would otherwise never have the opportunity to go to
camp.”
 
Those wishing to support this collaboration can make a gift via the Eli’s
Project website.  To benefit the campership program your gift should be
designated to “YMCA Legacy Fund” in the dropdown menu. For those of
you who want to inspire others to donate, please use our crowd funding
option here to create and share your own donation page.  It should be
noted that Eli’s Project is a separate 501(c)(3) organization and your
donation is not going directly to YMCA Hayo-Went-Ha Camps. All
donations to the YMCA Legacy Fund will be reinvested back into YMCA
Hayo-Went-Ha Camps.
 
We are very pleased to  collaborate with Zach Goldstein and Eli’s Project
to serve more kids and staff at camp. If you would like to learn more
about Eli’s Project, please feel free to reach out to Zach.
 

https://u3954607.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=FvewwuDCltpez4tD3xbQ6yNqt2RC6CoODNxINq9gEg0QSpUjptVv0hckatd6WhAmMaLf_lf9fm0Ix8LPfFGm79SJCEQ8WSGFX6SKrjJZq2FtV5MXXQtfVcLVJNRAe36eagEjayX3uE9F6SebmjOMwxAUGsyVfRuCaLXUC3JZYlTfK0tPn6G8AMh1Y1irYWUc5onZRD4fGSWgee-2Bdb61RPq4CZjT89mMqffHTJny6t7o0IlMYfUY73IXUXLaOs88EBG2xIQOtYyGZTvqiA9BU6-2Fde845t4Iq03qrssxnRQPO5VaCIsrK7Dmv880A1C54MAL1-2F7OXh03eDgHhUQT0JnO-2Be2eHcIOdlmKBF-2FoZHE5BBIM-2B5RIxyjX8vBLdXKpKUwPZzfywi3ChEklZQxvSWcA1KBG-2FJhtJm5txkMMY0Gm-2BBjtTjNF-2FJN3ASKmqjZ4kvUJ-2Fbe
https://u3954607.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=MKaRpRkvhZvXp5PmNowczd7ZIIlwW2BqWb9oMzluRhcyZxkdl5kyHOIzNColdiGJzQ-2B2jezzMSd0cY9dNnfc5A-3D-3D0dlO_lf9fm0Ix8LPfFGm79SJCEQ8WSGFX6SKrjJZq2FtV5MXXQtfVcLVJNRAe36eagEjayX3uE9F6SebmjOMwxAUGsyVfRuCaLXUC3JZYlTfK0tPn6G8AMh1Y1irYWUc5onZRD4fGSWgee-2Bdb61RPq4CZjT89mMqffHTJny6t7o0IlMYfUY73IXUXLaOs88EBG2xIQOtYyGZTvqiA9BU6-2Fde845t4Iq03qrssxnRQPO5VaCLBIrXypH4IZG1ZFVOEaYVYqJzzbCicGL5tLuc3rXaT9ykOcoNMc7ISkCVE3u9XcJVGo6FPZDL6piTquFTuQQV7ayTIdNoHoXhjNXwmbWgVyFBmaAJDAMSfdsixzUnf8Jhgu-2B9ZVFYJyHxpYIiQc7kO
https://u3954607.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=FvewwuDCltpez4tD3xbQ6-2BWW0drLHQmmghjS9q4ygx7UXTTpSq9Ieu6kP9NfHeDxeHUx97qbvFluN1xXp2vLCSx2DqF500gZtCbmmxGbKt00fJSHHSSYQ44h-2BD-2BX2E7GBOLTlOaQWpMyixhHV0X9VQ-3D-3DEqXi_lf9fm0Ix8LPfFGm79SJCEQ8WSGFX6SKrjJZq2FtV5MXXQtfVcLVJNRAe36eagEjayX3uE9F6SebmjOMwxAUGsyVfRuCaLXUC3JZYlTfK0tPn6G8AMh1Y1irYWUc5onZRD4fGSWgee-2Bdb61RPq4CZjT89mMqffHTJny6t7o0IlMYfUY73IXUXLaOs88EBG2xIQOtYyGZTvqiA9BU6-2Fde845t4Iq03qrssxnRQPO5VaCJNyQJFgRAwR-2BTFAHOOBgcYibFU5Zmsb9BXcvLNJr6sS3IEPB6D1pztFZO1HpIzlpR7M93Y2uyDhmqVLG-2BM6mqLuQi7ZMK6SYvBuzXKK6DfoQuUR1f4k2n9YyuGt9W5yEliosQHe3y1s066G-2BOWvqyx


Our Contact Information
State YMCA of Michigan
919 East Torch Lake Dr.
Central Lake, MI 49622
231-544-5915
https://www.hayowentha.org
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